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Baseline Survey
1. What does it mean to be literate in the 21st century?
According to Padmadewi et al. (2018), literacy in the twenty-first century can be explained differently. Literacy refers to activities that involve reading and writing done by learners concerning the actual world to gain knowledge pertaining to the actual world. Also, it refers to a complex set of items or activities that a student learns so that they can apply with text to participate within the society. Padamadewi also defines literacy as the capability to make meaning through reading and writing. Based on the context of language learning in the twenty-first century, literacy is defined as the capability of reading and writing (Padmadewi et al., 2018).
2. How can a teacher enhance literacy development in speaking, listening, reading, and writing for students with disabilities?
Teachers can enhance literacy development among students with disabilities through the adaptation of successful educational actions. For instance, if a student has not established oral language, teachers can create pictogram features. In case a tablet s involved in reading, the tablets should have pictogram diagrams and synthesized voice software to help them communicate (Duque et al., 2020). Such will help a student with a disability constantly keep the trail in reading and construct the idea they want to share through talking. Hence, new chances of communicating, sharing ideas and experiences are witnessed. Since students with disabilities require extra help from specialists such as therapists, the sessions should not happen outside the classroom. Still, instead, teachers should invite the therapists in classrooms during interactive groups (Duque et al., 2020). 
3. What are some challenges to teaching reading to students with disabilities?
One of the challenges in teaching students with disabilities is job burnout. Such happens when the work demand rises without correspondent availability to the required resources. Teaching students with disabilities requires one to have sustained mental and physical effort. The cause of job burnout among teachers is planning for the lessons, creating reading materials, and engaging with parents and other colleagues. Another challenge is that teachers, especially general education teachers, are required to give instructions to students with disabilities, and some may be unprepared to meet the learners’ needs. Such can be due to students exhibiting emotional and behavioral disorders. An example is students with autism (Gilmour et al., 2020).
4. How can we assess students’ reading skills through standardized and alternative assessments?
Teachers employ different assessing styles to measure students’ reading ability. Administration of quizzes, examinations, and homework and peer assessment are some of the assessing methods. Exams and quizzes are used to measure how the student can comprehend and understand the question. Good reading skills can help a student comprehend the text in question easily.  Exam and quizzes answers are examined so that an evaluation can be made in question challenges and learners’ misconceptions. According to Börner et al. (2019), teachers using peer assessment use rubrics to create a platform that visualizes the evaluation process. 
5. How can teachers motivate and engage students with learning disabilities to read?
Learning can become difficult for students with disabilities. The disability can manifest itself through difficulty in hearing, seeing, mental retardation, and movement disability (Beckmann et al., 2018). During learning, such students face many challenges due to their paradoxical needs, and such can inhibit their learning process. Despite their disability, the students can exhibit unique talents that can encourage them to develop more interest in reading when embraced by the learning environment. Teachers can encourage disabled students to explore their gifts while still providing support in tackling their learning struggles (Beckmann et al., 2018)
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